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To promote the knowledge of the art of producing threads and
fabrics of every description.
To constitute an authority for the determination and recogni-
tion of technical and trade standards, terms, definitions, and the
like, for the textile industry.
To foster the systematic study of problems in their relation to
the textile industry.
To promote the perfecting of present methods and the inventing
of new or improved methods concerning textile raw materials,
and the various stages of their manufacture.
To appoint special commissioners to investigate and report
upon problems and processes pertaining to the textile industry.
The Institute only grants the Associateship or Fellow-
ship to those who are of outstanding merit with regard
to scientific knowledge and practical experience.
British Cotton Industry Research Association.
In June, 1916, this Association was founded. In May,
1920, premises at Didsbury, Manchester, were purchased
and named "Shirley Institute." Special laboratories
were built and large extensions added in 1922, 1924,
1927, and 1930.
The work of the Institute is never done; the research
workers have always some problem in hand, and it is
only by the co-operation of these scientists with the
practical men in the trade that results of value can be
obtained. Research is being applied to diagnosing the
causes of faults in cotton yarn and fabrics, determining
the types of cotton in any given fabric, and finding out
the cause of lustre differing in finished fabrics. Spinning,
doubling, weaving, scouring, bleaching, and mercerizing
have all been investigated and subjected to the most
exhaustive scientific and mechanical tests; in fact, the
researches cover every phase of progress from the cotton
plant to the finished fabric.
The Institute has done much good work already,
especially connected with the problems facing spinners on
the opening and cleaning of cotton. As a result of study
on this subject the "Shirley High-Speed Dust Cage" was
invented, and the "Shirley Analyser for Raw Cotton and
Waste" has just been patented (see Figs. 14 and 15).